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be found at the Tabac Dupont or the Tabac du Pere Philippe.
The atmosphere of the vieux tabac was the clearest reflection
of this feeling of false^ security and pleasant irresponsibility.
Here the ordinary Frenchman regularly received his aperitif
and Ms political e'ducation. The tabac influenced him more than
the newspapers, which although much read, did not exercise the
'same predominant influence on the formation of public opinion.
How often could one hear: " What do you expect? They're all
alike: they're all bought." The word vendu seemed always to
be. pronounced with a sigh of fatalistic inevitability.
The family reunions on Sunday afternoons in the tabac with
the traditional belote games were sacrosanct arid provided an
outlet for all the difficulties of the week. There all appeared in
a rosy light when Paul said: " Nothing to worry about, Pierre;
everything will come out all light."
There the weak met with friendly understanding, half condon-
ing, half compassionate when he explained: " What else could I
do, cheriel "
Thus in the tabac the insistence on externals and keeping up
appearances were favoured, forming the whole gamut of ideas
and way of life of a petit bourgeois,r whose figure in France has
almost attained the perfection of a prototype. His one real
ambition was to become an official, which meant the tranquil
"fife of a rond-de-cuir, a~hide-bound "red-tapist", while others
could have the bother of "muddling through" in the struggle
'of existence/ A jdeputy who did not manage to find a few extra
jobs in his constituency had little chance of re-election. The
obvious result was an artificial growth of official bodies, which
however badly paid, were nevertheless a heavy burden on public
funds. There are relatively few judges or magistrates in Britain,
but the posts that do exist,are extremely well paicL France had
'fat tpo many, but the'remuneration. Was poor. - Since the job of
functionary,, even in its most distorted form, or those of solicitor,
-eferR rol the court, bailiff, notaire or tabac proprietor represented
.eyeryoite's dream 'ideal* such positions were difficult to obtain
and <jafefolly guarded.: Every citizen could, in principle, become
a:tim^tkmary, but in practice it was almost imjxissible to obtain
even the meanest .post .without plenty of'"pull** or withotit
* toowirig trie ropes ", ":infliience ** being far More effective than
merit. The political,parties itf- pbwer kept the most
itposts in their owri hands, as HI other countries, but as
tef the others were <x>scerned a surprising equity reigned, for
j>ro|3fbirtiQyaMy divided among the other political parties,
^ tweaty odd in France. - .